Aggressive squamous carcinomas of the scalp.
Squamous cell carcinomas of the scalp sometimes exhibit unusually aggressive behavior. To describe a series of 11 cases of extraordinarily aggressive squamous cell carcinomas of the scalp. These cases were selected based on a number of criteria including their tendency to recur after Mohs surgery, their propensity to develop satellite lesions, their tendency to invade bone, and their tendency to metastasize to regional nodes and systemically. A chart review was performed for each patient. Five of 11 patients have succumbed to their disease. Of note is that the patients all had significant long-standing alopecia or thinning of their hair with marked actinic damage. Initial biopsies of the tumors revealed them to be either moderate or well-differentiated. Four of 11 patients developed satellite lesions and experienced recurrences despite obtaining clear margins with Mohs micrographic surgery. Squamous cell carcinomas of the scalp may metastasize and cause death. Thus, early diagnosis and treatment of these neoplasms is mandatory. In the setting of satellitosis, it is believed that it is best to perform a wide excision with margin control followed by split-thickness grafting and postoperative irradiation. The employment of radiation therapy, however, should be done with appropriate caution owing to the significant risk of osteoradionecrosis.